The local authority does not have to seek further information from professionals if this has been
provided recently and you can send in other reports if you have them, for example a report from an
independent professional. You can also ask the local authority to seek information about your child
from someone who has not been contacted before.
The local authority will gather information about your child's social care needs as part of the EHC
needs assessment. If your family is not already getting support from children's services, you can ask
your local authority to do a separate assessment to decide if you or your child need support at home
or in the community.
After an assessment, the Local Authority must decide whether to issue the EHCP or not.
There are two options at this point:
1. The local authority agrees to issue the EHCP and they then have up to 12 weeks from the date of
the EHC assessment agreement to issue the Draft EHCP and a further 2 weeks to issue the final plan
making 20 weeks in total.
2. The local authority refuses to issue the EHCP they must inform you of this decision within 10
weeks of the date of the EHC assessment decision was made.
If t
will be a physical hearing where your attendance is required (possibly via computer link).

Phase three: The Education, Health & Care Plan
Parents will receive a draft EHCP, you have 15 days to request any changes. The Draft EHCP will not
name the school so you must give your preference to the local authority. Once any potential changes
are made or comments are resolved, the EHCP is finalised.

How long does an EHCP last for?
The EHCP can only come to an end when either or both of the following apply:

its issue until your child leaves education or until 25. It does not cover universities.

Annual Review
An EHCP review takes place once a year as a minimum and based on this review, the local authority
may take one of three actions:

End the EHCP

The review involves all three parties: the parents, the school/college, and the local authority. The
reviews are usually done annually at the school or college and give an opportunity to the parents to
raise any concerns. It also looks at whether the support is suitable for the needs of the student for
the following year, and whether revisions could result in better progress.
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