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SEND

A service for those 
living or working 
with ages 0-25yrs 

with Special 
Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Information

Providing factual 
information found in 

SEND Law and 
practices as well as 

local knowledge and 
signposting

Advice

Providing impartial 
advice on what 

steps to take in the 
areas of Education, 
Health and Social 

Care 

Support

Providing 
confidential 

individualised 
support to empower 
those who seek our 

assistance

SENDIASS
(Special Educational Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support Service)

Who are we?



By the end of this session we hope you will:

ÅUnderstand what SEN support is 

ÅYƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ

ÅFeel more confident about communicating with school

ÅUnderstand what an Education Health and Care needs assessment is

ÅHave a basic knowledge of what an Education Health and Care Plan is

ÅFeel more confident about requesting an EHC NA 

ÅKnow how and where to access support

We are splitting this session into two sections: 
Starting with SEN Support, and then talking about the EHCP process.



SEN Support



What are Special Educational Needs? (SEN)
A learning difficulty and/or disability which requires 
Special Educational Provision. (SEP)

Significantly greater difficulty learning than others the 
same age

Impairment has a substantial long-term adverse effect 
on carrying out day-to-day activities

Broad areas of need:

1. Communication and Interaction

2. Cognition and Learning

3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)

4. Sensory and Physical



What is SEN support?
Help additional to/different from 
support generally given to other 

children the same age.

ÅSchools will arrange this from their 
own resources. Details for each school 
is in their SEN Information Report.

ÅLŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
from their own resources, SEP can be 
obtained through an Educational Health 
and Care Plan (EHCP) which is secured by 
the Local Authority (LA)

ÅThe LA responsible for securing this is 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ 
regardless of where their school is.



Identifying SEN
ÅAll teachers should regularly check whether their pupils are 

making progress. If they think your child is finding it harder 
than others, they should consider whether your child might 
have SEN

ÅSchool must talk to you about this and 
involve you in all decisions

ÅChallenging/disruptive behaviour can be 
an indication of unmet needs

ÅSometimes you might be the first to be 
aware. If you think your child needs SEN 
support, talk to the Special Educational 
Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)



{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ [ŜƎŀƭ 5ǳǘȅ ǘƻ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ
ÅSchools must use their άōŜǎǘ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎέ to ensure 

any child with SEN gets the support they need, 
making άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎέ to support a child 

in accessing education

ÅSchools use a guidance document on SEN support 
from their LA to help them decide whether/what 

type of support your child needs

ÅThere is no legal requirement to meet a specific 
number of criterion to access SEN support

ÅThe SEND Code of Practice (The Code) is statutory 
guidance that informs schools/organisations on how 

to put SEND law into practice



Schools SEN Funding

ÅThe Core Budget

General provision for all 
pupils including SEN

ÅSEN Notional Budget

Based on estimated no. SEN 
children in school. GOV 
recommends up to £6,000 
per SEN pupil for SEP

ÅTop-Up Funding (Element 3)

If individual SEN pupil needs 
more than £6,000 funding 

What if a school tells me 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 
child needs?

If a school feels that the local formula 
has not given them enough funding to 
meet the needs of children in their 
school, they will need to talk to the 
LA. They can provide additional 
funding from their high needs block 
ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
reflect the levels of SEN.

Ask the school whether it has 
approached the local authority for 
additional SEN funding.

Still a no? You may wish to consider 
an EHC needs assessment



The Four-Part Cycle

Å{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {9b ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ άFour-tŀǊǘ /ȅŎƭŜέΥ 
Assess, Plan, Do, Review

ÅASSESSǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ

ÅPLANhow to address those needs

ÅDOput the plan into practice

ÅREVIEWƘƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ 
anything needs to change



What is SEN Provision?

The SEN Support system uses a 
άGraduated ApproachέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the following provisions:

ÅAn individual learning programme 

ÅExtra help from a teaching assistant

ÅBeing taught in a small group for short periods

ÅMaking/changing materials and equipment

ÅAdvice/extra help from specialists



Involving SpecialistsÅEducational Psychologist (EP) 

Helps children achieve their full potential 
and improve their experiences of learning. 
They assess difficulties children may be having 
with their learning. 

ÅSpecialist Teacher (Outreach) 

Teachers from special schools who provide an outreach 
service to mainstream schools to support areas of inclusion 
for pupils with SEND. 

ÅSpeech and Language Therapist (SALT) 

Helps children who, for physical or psychological reasons, have 
difficulties with communication, or with eating, drinking and swallowing.

ÅOccupational Therapist (OT) 

Helps children develop their ability to carry out day-to-day activities who, 
due to a disability, illness, trauma, or long term condition, has difficulty with completing these. 


